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LEYBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL 
Leybourne Village Hall, Little Market Row, Leybourne, Kent ME19 5QL 

Tel No:  01732 873722 
Email:  leybourneparishclerk@live.co.uk 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the 
Leybourne Parish Council 

Held on Tuesday, 02 February 2016 at 7.45pm 
In Leybourne Village Hall. 

 

Present:    Cllr B. Ulph (Chair) 
Cllr M Abbotson                                                
Cllr M Hogwood  
Cllr M Mearns 
Cllr A Compton  
Cllr K Wagstaff  (arrived later) 
Cllr J Stewart 
Cllr G Russell 
     

Also in Attendance:    Ms S Duncan (Parish Clerk)   
TMBC Cllrs Luck and Luker  
3 Members of the public. 

 
FC02/00022 Opening of the meeting: 

a. The meeting opened at 7:45 pm. 
 
FC02/00023 Apologies for absence: 

a. Apologies were received from Cllrs Warnes, Cllr Chapple, Cllr Harrison and County Cllr 
Hohler reasons given were accepted 
 

FC02/00024 Chairman Announcements: 
a. Item 18 b – matters for information – discussion on IT computer solution for Parish 

Council requirement. Move up to after agenda item 13. 
 
FC02/00025 To receive declarations of interest: 

a. There were none. 
 
FC02/00026 Minutes of previous meetings: 

a. Following minutes need final review before signing: 
i. Full Council Meeting dated 3rd November 2015 

ii. ECM dated 26th November 2015. 
iii. ECM dated 8th December 2015. 
iv. ECM dated 22nd December 2015. 

 
v. Full Council Meeting dated 5th January 2016 were approved and signed. 

 
FC02/00027 Police Matters: 

a. PCSO circulated his monthly report for January. In the absence of the PCSO the report 
was read out by Cllr Ulph. 
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Cllr Wagstaff joined the meeting. 
 

b. Questions raised: 
i. Cllr Abbotson asked what happened to the railings at the junction of the bypass 

/A228 and Castle Way which appeared to have been damaged in a RTC? Cllr 
Ulph advised that he will raise this with the PCSO.  

ii. Cllr Russell mentioned that a fire engine had to be called out at the top to the 
bomb hole to deal with a fire in the wooded area. He has also passed on the 
registration number of a scooter that was being driven on the pavement. 

 
 

FC02/00028 Matters arising from the minutes not otherwise on the Agenda: 
a. Cllr Mearns updated the Council on previous items raised including: 

i. M25 Slip ways  
ii. Pharmacy proposal for Leybourne that the petition papers had been collated 

and sent off. 
iii. M20/Junction 4 correspondence sent to John Farmer. 
iv. Also advised that he had written to John Farmer that Highways Agency 

regarding the camera work to check if this would be delaying the M20 junction 4 
bridge widening.  

 
FC02/00029 Report from County Councillor: 

It was noted that Cllr Hohler was on holiday  
No report received from Cllr Shrubsole 

 
FC02/00030 Borough Councillor Report:  

a. TMBC Cllr Luker. 
i. Accident in Birling Road South.  That he had called in the planning application for 

the Leybourne Chase Gatehouse noting that it was off of a busy junction. 
ii. Suggested speaking to Anthony Garnett who has previously served abatement 

notices on some youths with regards to recent ASB matters in Leybourne. The 
abatement moves them on for 28 days and they can’t go back. 

b. TMBC Cllr Luck: 
i. Closing M20 Junction 3-4 starting 29th January. 

ii. Thames crossing consultation launch this week.  
iii. Parish partnership meetings will be held four times a year.  
iv. Fly tipping at the bottom of Town Hill was gone from the car park  

c. Parish Councillors questions for Borough Councillors: 
i. Cllr Abbotson – why no reference made to the proposed car parking charges in 

West Malling. Cllr Luker advised it wasn’t intentionally left off. He advised that 
process notices will go up on Friday. Goes to cabinet in March. Cllr Ulph 
reinforced that as a matter of protocol it would have been beneficial if it had 
been raised with the Parish Council and noting that Cllr Shrubsole was vice 
chairman of the TMBC Planning and Transportation Committee, Cllr Luker said 
he didn’t support the proposed introduction of charging. 

ii. Cllr Wagstaff – encouraging recycling on plastics. T&MBC don’t do roadside 
collection of plastic. 

 
FC02/00031 To adjourn the meeting to enable members of the public and Councillors to 

address the meeting. 
a. No comments. 
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FC02/00032 Finance: 
 

a. Cllr Compton has managed to reconstruct the accounts as far back as April and carry out 
the reconciliation.   

b. Cllr Abbotson asked what “Lodgements” were. Cllr Compton advised these were things 
that we receive and haven’t yet gone through the bank. 

c. No further questions raised. 
d. Cllr Ulph thanked Cllr Compton for all his efforts. 

 
FC02/00033 Precept 2016/17 

a. Cllr Mearns confirmed all paper work had gone in for the Precept. 
 

FC02/00034 Reports from Committees: (actions from 22nd Dec meeting). 
a. Arising from GPC  

i. Parking charges – discussed previously. 
ii. Replacement trees 

iii. Ongoing query on large tree which went missing on a piece of land which is 
understood to be unregistered.  

iv. A20 Corridor study – Cllr Mearns asked for comments on the draft response he 
has circulated so this can be despatched. 

b. Finance Committee – Cllr Mearns advised he had confirmation from T&MBC about 
Community Enhancement Plans. It was ok and will make arrangements for payments to 
be reimbursed.  

 
 
FC02/00035 To receive reports from Schools, Church, Leybourne Chase Residents Association 

and other bodies/organisations in the Community: 
a. Cllr Hogwood – the Chase – the Preschool was very concerned that once a new 

community centre was built they will be moved out of temporary community centre. 
Planning permission has ceased as it is temporary building. The Resident Association is in 
support of them staying there. They have 27 out of 40 children from the development 
attending the preschool. Cllr Ulph advised that as a Parish Council we could look to 
support if they made an enquiry of Taylor Wimpey to retain it. Cllr Luker advised there is 
nothing to stop the preschool from approaching the Planning Department. 

b. Cllr Hogwood – the Chase – temporary no horse riding signs had been put up around the 
trim trail. Residents are getting abuse when advising riders who are riding past and 
ignoring these signs. Cllr Luker advised that at a meeting was held between TMBC, HCA 
and Taylor Wimpey at which he was present and that the HCA had given permission for 
horses’ riders to use the footpath and that the MR130 Footpath had been upgraded to 
Bridleway from the football pitches through to the show-house. That the Riding School 
has permission to use it as they have a lease from the HCA. Cllr Hogwood stated that he 
had obtained a copy of the lease agreement from the HCA which he produced and it 
clearly doesn’t include riding through the development or across the football fields as 
stated by Cllr Luker.  Cllr Ulph commented that information received from the KCC 
PROW Officers did not concur with the comments of Cllr Luker that the PROW MR130 
had been re-designated as a Bridleway. Cllr Ulph asked Cllr Luker if there were any 
minutes from the meeting and that they could be provided. 

 
FC02/00036 To report future meetings: 
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a. Working groups on Communications, Queen’s birthday event, IT requirements, HR and 
staff remuneration to meet before next Full Council Meeting. 

 
FC02/00037 Parish Issues reported in Leybourne: 

a. Missing litter bin at top of Oxley Shaw Lane has been reported and replaced. 
b. Lamppost damaged at junction of Barleycorn and Oxley Shaw Lane has been reported. 
c. Lamppost damaged at junction of Willowmead and Oxley Shaw Lane has been reported 

and a redundant lamppost has been raised. 
d. Railings damaged at Leybourne Bypass A228 /Castle Way need to make enquiries about. 

Parish Clerk to report to Highways Agency. 
e. Water leak to the open space in Castle Way, repairs ongoing 
f. Noise fence to the end of Park Road was damaged in a RTC and is awaiting repair – 

details required. 
 
FC02/00038 17. Planning: 

a. TM/15/04067/RM – Former Leybourne Grange Hospital – extension of time to 
implement planning permission. Information only. Noted by Parish Council with 
no comment. 

b. TM/15/0034/LDE – Former Leybourne Grange Hospital – Commencement of 
development for conversion and refurbishment. Information only. Noted by 
Parish Council with no comment. 

c. TM/16/00015/FL – 35 Barleycorn, Leybourne – single storey rear extension. No 
objections from Parish Council. 

d. TM/15/02738/FL – 6 Old Orchard Lane, Leybourne – single storey rear and side 
extension. Certificate B noted.  No objections from Parish Council. 

e. TM/16/00117/CR3 – Proposed school site Derby Drive Leybourne – erection of a 
new school together with new car parking. No comments from Parish Council. 

 
FC02/00039 18. Matters for Information: 

a. Birling Road Traffic Calming. The Parish Council have met with residents to support their 
requirement for traffic calming. The Parish Council is in discussion with KCC Highways 
who are awaiting confirmation of when traffic monitoring will take place before 
committing to any calming works. Cllr Compton queried whether a lamppost was 
damaged in Birling Road.  

b. IT/Computer Solution for the Parish Council offices – Cllr Ulph gave a background to the 
Council advising that a brief was sent to three different local companies to provide an IT 
computer and telephone solution. Cllr Ulph suggested putting a working group together 
in next couple of days to explore the proposals further. It was also agreed to investigate 
a Curry’s business proposal in addition.   

 
FC02/00040 19. Questions from Councillors: 

a. Summer Fun Day (Hilary Wren) – a request was received from the hirer for support from 
the Parish Council. Cllr Abbotson to call hirer to investigate the matter further. 

b. Lower Thames Crossing – consultation has arisen again. Cllr Mearns suggests we request 
Option C East connection. Cllr Mearns will prepare a draft response and circulate to 
Councillors for comment. 

c. Cllr Ulph asked whether further information was available via CPRE. 
d. Cllr Abbotson asked about Utility providers which is under review. 
e. Cllr Mearns mentioned that Wrotham Heath have built solar panels only to find Parish 

Councils are excluded from all concessions to do with solar panels. 
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f. Cllr Russell raised the matter of the flagpole to be reviewed by the Communications 
Working group. 
 

 
FC02/00041 20. Confidential Matters (Exclusion of member of the press and public): 

a. It was proposed and agreed that due to the confidential nature of the following business 
members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting and instructed to 
withdraw. Agreed unanimously. 

b. All members of the public left the meeting. 
c. Cllr Hogwood and Cllr Stewart left the meeting due to confidential matters being 

discussed which could prejudice any discussions regarding Mr Curtis. 
 
 
Meeting concluded at 22.09. 
 

Signed …………………………………. 

Dated ………………….. 

 


